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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

This office action is in response to the amendment filed on 4/23/07 in which: 

• Claims 1, 22, 34, 42-49, and 52-58 have been amended. 

• Claims 40 and 41 have been canceled. 

• Claim 59 has been added. 

• Response to claims rejection have been filed. 

• Claims 1-39, and 42-59 are currently pending. 

• Applicant overcomes the double patenting rejection by filing a terminal 
disclaimer. 

Specification 

Claim 42 is objected to because of the following informalities: Improperly 
dependent off a cancelled claim. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1, 34, and 52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 

being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 

which applicant regards as the invention. The limitations "first form" and "selectable 
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form" are indefinite and is open to interpretation. For example, the first form may be 
interpreted as a first form of display. For examination purposes, "first form" has been 
interpreted as "first monetary form" and likewise for "selectable form". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-39 and 42-58 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Weiss (US 6,511,377). 

Claims 1 , 22, 52. Weiss discloses an invention operated under the control of a 
processor, said gaming device comprising: 

a wagering game controlled by the processor (fig. 1); 

a display device controlled by the processor (fig. 1); 

an input device operably connected to the processor (fig. 1); and 

a cash out menu selectively displayed by the display device when a player selects the 
input device, 
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the cash out menu enabling the player to request a payout to the player of a first 
amount of a certain credit total displayed by the display device in a first form and a 
transfer of a second amount of the certain credit total to a casino account, wherein the 
first form is different than the casino account and the first and second amounts are both 
deducted from the certain credit total (fig. 8, withdrawals, col. 15, 16, 20:16-22, 21:15, 
24:36-59). 

Claims 2, 23. Weiss discloses an invention wherein the wagering game is selected from 
the group consisting of: slot, poker, keno, blackjack, craps and bingo (col. 7, line 12). 

Claims 3, 53. Weiss discloses an invention wherein the first form is selected from the 
group consisting of: coins, tokens, a ticket, a credit card crediting, a debit card crediting, 
a promotional ticket, a jackpot ticket and any combination thereof (summary, col. 2-4). 

Claims 4, 24. Weiss discloses an invention wherein the casino account is accessible via 
a player tracking card (col. 3, lines 56-67). 

Claims 5, 25. Weiss discloses an invention wherein the casino account is 
communicated through a player tracking card network (col. 3, lines 41-55). 

Claims 6, 26. Weiss discloses an invention wherein the casino account is accessible 
with a device different than a player tracking card (col. 3, line 15). 
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Claims 7, 27. Weiss discloses an invention wherein the casino account is 
communicated through a network different than a player tracking card network (col. 3, 
line 15). 

Claims 8, 28. Weiss discloses an invention wherein the casino account is 
communicated through a ticketing network (col. 20). 

Claims 9, 30. Weiss discloses an invention wherein the casino account is accessible at 
multiple casinos (fig: 1). 

Claims 10, 31. Weiss discloses an invention wherein the casino account is accessible 
for non-gaming purchases (col. 7). 

Claims 11, 32. Weiss discloses an invention wherein the casino account is accessible 
for transferring funds between multiple machines (fig. 8). 

Claims 12, 29. Weiss discloses an invention wherein said the cashout menu includes a 
selector that enables the player to select the first amount (fig. 4a). 

Claims 13, 29. Weiss discloses an invention wherein the cashout menu includes a 
selector that enables the player to select the second amount (fig. 4a). 

Claim 14. Weiss discloses an invention wherein the cashout menu includes input 
devices configured so that the first and second amounts do not necessarily add to a 
total cash out (claim 2). 
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Claims 15, 33. Weiss discloses an invention wherein increasing the first amount 
automatically decreases the second amount and increasing the second amount 
automatically decreases the first amount (col. 7). 

Claim 16. Weiss discloses an invention wherein the cash out menu includes a display of 
an addition of the first amount of the player's money and the second amount of the 
player's money (col. 11 and 12). 

Claim 17. Weiss discloses an invention wherein the cash out menu includes a cancel 
selector that cancels the request (fig. 4a). 

Claim 18. Weiss discloses an invention wherein the cash out menu includes a selector 
that returns the player to the wagering game (fig. 4). 

Claim 19. Weiss discloses an invention wherein the cash out menu includes a selector 
that enables the player to transfer funds between multiple machines (fig. 8). 

Claims 20, 21. Weiss discloses an invention wherein the game is provided via a data 
network to a computer storage device (col. 17, line 11). 

Claim 34. A networking system for a plurality of gaming devices, said system 
comprising: 

a plurality of gaming devices located at a gaming establishment, each gaming device 
operating a game upon a wager by a player (col. 7, lines 1-25); 
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a server computer and a communications link linking the server computer to the plurality 
of gaming devices (col. 7, lines 25-45); and 

a fund transfer account program stored by a memory device, said program executable 
by the server computer, for at least one of said gaming devices: 

(a) cause said gaming device to selectively display a cashout menu 

(b) enable the player to transfer a first amount of a certain credit total display by said 
gaming device to a casino account using said cashout menu 

(c ) enable the player to request a payout of a second amount of the certain credit total 
in a selectable form using said cashoutmenu, wherein the first amount may be retrieved 
at a later time and the first and second amounts are deducted from the certain credit 
total (fig. 8, withdrawals, col. 15, 16, 20:16-22, 21:15, 24:36-59). 

Claim 35. Weiss discloses an invention wherein the server computer is located in the 
same establishment as the multiple gaming devices (fig. 1). 

Claim 36. Weiss discloses an invention wherein the server computer is located in a 
different establishment than the multiple gaming devices (fig. 1 ). 

Claim 37. Weiss discloses an invention wherein the communications link also 
communicates ticketing information to and from the gaming devices (col. 20). 

Claim 38. Weiss discloses an invention wherein the server computer also controls a 
player tracking program offered by the establishment (col. 7). 
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Claim 39. Weiss discloses an invention wherein the communications link also 
communicates player tracking information from the gaming devices (col. 7). 

Claim 42. Weiss discloses an invention wherein the selectable form is selected from the 
group consisting of: coins, tokens, a ticket, a credit card crediting a debit card crediting, 
a player tracking card crediting, a jackpot crediting and any combination thereof (fig. 4a, 
col. 15 and 16, withdrawals). 

Claim 43. Weiss discloses an invention wherein the player is enabled to retrieve 
selectable portions of the first amount at the later time (fig. 8). 

Claim 44. Weiss discloses an invention wherein the player is enabled to retrieve the first 
amount at one of the gaming devices (fig. 8). 

Claim 45. Weiss discloses an invention wherein the player is enabled to retrieve the first 
amount at a location distinct from the gaming device (col. 16, line 37). 

Claim 46. Weiss discloses an invention wherein the gaming device is a first gaming 
device, and wherein the first amount is able to be retrieved at a second gaming device 
(fig. 8). 

Claim 47. Weiss discloses an invention wherein a portion of the first amount is able to 
be retrieved at a third gaming device (fig. 8). 

Claim 48. Weiss discloses an invention wherein the player is a first player and the first 
amount is able to be retrieved at the second gaming device by a second player (col. 9, 
line 20). 
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Claim 49. The system of claim 46, wherein the monetary amount is able to be retrieved 
at the second gaming device by the same player (fig. 8). 

Claim 50. Weiss discloses an invention wherein the casino account is accessed via a 
card accepted by one of the gaming devices, and wherein the card is additionally 
accepted at locations within a gaming establishment that are distinct from the gaming 
devices (background). 

Claim 51. Weiss discloses an invention wherein the card is additionally accepted at 
locations outside the gaming establishment (background, system of claim 50). 

Claim 54. Weiss discloses an invention wherein step (a) includes providing the menu 
when the player selects a cash out input device provided on the gaming device (col. 7). 

Claim 55. Weiss discloses an invention wherein step (a) includes displaying on the 
menu the sum of the first portion and the second portion of the certain credit total (claim 
2). 

Claim 56. Weiss discloses an invention wherein step (a) includes displaying on the 
menu an input that triggers payment of certain credit total in the first form (fig. 4a). 

Claim 57. Weiss discloses an invention wherein step (a) includes displaying on the 
menu an input that triggers a crediting of certain credit total to the casino account (fig. 
4a). 

Claim 58. Weiss discloses an invention which includes enabling the player to transfer a 
third portion of the amount to a different gaming device (fig. 8). 
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Claim 59. Weiss discloses a ticketing system accessible through the gaming devices 
(col. 20). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 4/23/07 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Regarding claims 1, 22, 34 and 52, with respect to the two deductions occurring 
to a certain credit total, the examiner respectfully asserts that the credit meter (88) in 
col. 16:40 and col. 24:54 is indeed the certain credit total. 

Regarding claim 52, with respect to the limitation "same cashout," the examiner 
respectfully asserts that since the limitation has not been defined by the spec, it has 
been interpreted to mean "a period of time when only withdrawals are occurring." That 
is, a period of time when the game is not being played or deposits are being made. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
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shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrew Kim whose telephone number is 571-272-1 691 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Pezzuto can be reached on 571-272-6996. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

AK 7/5/2007 
/John M Hotaling II/ 

John M Hotaling II Primary Examiner 3714 



